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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
27, 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. The Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 6, 11-12, and 17-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hua et al., US 7,127,120 in view of Ahmad, US 2004/0052505, and 
in further view of Moore, US 7,102,643. 

Regarding claims 1,11 and 12, Hua teaches of an information processing method 
for editing input data (See [Abstract]), comprising: 
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an obtaining step of obtaining, from metadata of the data, of two scenes sandwiching a 
position for a transition clip among all scenes in the data and/or object information 
indicating objects existing in the two scenes (See col. 2 lines 52-56 which discloses that 
metadata features are extracted) 

correlation obtaining step of obtaining correlation of the two scenes, object 
information of the two scenes obtained at the obtaining step, from a correlation storage 
unit storing in advance correlation between each object information (See Hua, col. 16 
lines 17-25 which discloses correlating the two sub-shots and integrating a transition 
based on similarities of the two sub-shots; and col. 6 lines 50-col. 7 lines 40;col. 9 lines 
10-20 which discloses the content selection for analyzing the calculated features of the 
metadata extraction module which sets the similarity measure thresholds for 
determining correlations to identify a similarities) 

the first impression and/or effect corresponding to the correlation obtained at the 
correlation obtaining step, from an impression and/or effect storage unit storing, in an 
associated manner, the correlation between the two scenes sandwiching the transition 
clip and the impression and/or effect meant to be given to an audience by the transition 
clip to be inserted between the two scenes having the correlation (See Hua, col. 16 
lines 15-25 and col. 9 lines 10-23 which discloses that the transition used is determined 
by the similarities of the sub-shots, similarities such as motion intensity. Moreover, the 
sub-shot motion intensity is directly correlated to the music mood (See Hua, col. 1 1 
lines 25-30 and col. 15 lines 15-30 which discloses that the music mood is matched with 
the motion intensity according to equations and algorithms in the content selection 
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module/effect storage unit). Thus, by comparing similarities of the motion intensities of 
the sub-shots, the mood of the sub-shots is also being compared and incorporated into 
the transition being inserted. 

a receiving step of receiving an instruction to specify an arbitrary transition 
clip (See Hua, col. 16 lines 25-30 which discloses randomly choosing a transition clip) 

a transition clip extracting step of extracting at least one transition clip from among 
a plurality of transition clips stored in advance (See Hua, col. 16 lines 30-55 which 
discloses extraction of a transition clip from up to a provided fifteen different types) 

a determining step of determining the transition clip which is specified at 
the receiving step as a transition clip to be inserted into the position being 
sandwiched between the two scenes (See Hua, col. 16 lines 18-50) and 

a processing step of adding a transition effect to the data by using the 
transition clip determined at the determining step (See Hua, col. 16 lines 17-35 which 
discloses the fusion module for integrating via the determined transition). 

Hua does not explicitly teach of where the metadata of the data includes event 
information indicating a theme of two scenes; an impression and/or effect obtaining step 
of obtaining first impression and/or effect information indicating an impression and/or an 
effect meant to be given to an audience by a transition clip; a calculating step of 
calculating a suitability ratio indicating suitability of each transition clip; a decreasing 
order of suitability ratio calculated at the calculating step; However, in the same field of 
endeavor, Ahmad teaches of: 
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event information indicating a theme of two scenes (See Ahmad, [0035]; [0042]- 
[0043] which discloses evaluating and extracting metadata such as party/funeral and 
objects such as cars/people) 

an impression and/or effect obtaining step of obtaining first impression and/or 
effect information indicating an impression and/or an effect meant to be given to an 
audience by a transition clip to be inserted between two scenes having the correlation 
(See Ahmad, [0042]-[0043] and [0051] which discloses producing particular emotional 
effects and mood/feel), 

a calculating step of calculating a suitability ratio indicating suitability of 
each transition clip stored in advance, as a transition clip to be inserted into the 
position being sandwiched between the two scenes (See Ahmad, [0036 which discloses 
calculating a suitability score according to any of a combination of evaluations of the 
images), by comparing second impression and/or effect storing in advance the 
information indicating an impression and/or an effect meant to be given to an audience 
by each transition clip and the first impression and/or effect information obtained at the 
impression and/or effect obtaining step (See Ahmad, [0042] and [0051] which discloses 
evaluating the type of transition to use for each pair of clips, and designating particular 
transitions for different effects/moods such as for funerals or parties which is determined 
from the metadata of the content); 
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a decreasing order of suitability ratio calculated at the calculating step (See 
Ahmad, [0036] and [0047] which discloses displaying clips in increasing or decreasing 
order according to the score); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified the teachings of inserting a transition according to 
similarities of sub-shots as taught by Hua to incorporate where the metadata of the data 
includes event information indicating a theme of two scenes; an impression and/or 
effect obtaining step of obtaining first impression and/or effect information indicating an 
impression and/or an effect meant to be given to an audience by a transition clip; a 
calculating step of calculating a suitability ratio indicating suitability of each transition 
clip; a decreasing order of suitability ratio calculated at the calculating step as taught by 
Ahmad to be able to ascertain visual image characteristics such as events/effects and 
to be able to automatically create video deemed appropriate having a more professional 
look and feel (See, Ahmad, [0019] and [0051]) 

The combination of Hua and Ahmad does not explicitly teach of a displaying step 
of displaying at least one transition clip extracted at the transition clip extracting step 
and receiving an instruction to specify a transition clip from the at least one transition 
clip displayed at the displaying step. However, in the same field of endeavor, Moore 
teaches of a displaying step of displaying at least one transition clip extracted at the 
transition clip extracting step and receiving an instruction to specify a transition clip from 
the at least one transition clip displayed at the displaying step. (See Moore, Fig. 9 (b) 
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and col. 10 lines 35-55 which discloses being able to display and preview transition clips 
for selection) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified the teachings of Hua and Ahmad to incorporate 
displaying at least one transition clip extracted at the transition clip extracting step and 
receiving an instruction to specify a transition clip from the at least one transition clip 
displayed at the displaying step as taught by Moore to be able to provide an editor the 
option to preview a transition from among a plurality of transitions before an actual 
transition to ensure the transition is the one desired. 

Regarding claims 6,17, and 1 8, see analysis of claims 1,11, and 12. 
Furthermore, the claims only differ from claims 1,11, and 1 2 whereby the transition clip 
extracting step extracts at least one transition clip, based on the suitability ratio 
calculated at the calculating step, which is unsuitable as a transition clip to be inserted 
(See Ahmad, [0036] and [0047] which discloses a scores for the visual images obtained 
from evaluations indicating desirability and being able to display the clips in an order 
based on the score. Thus, any order may be include decreasing order in which the 
lowest score is displayed. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to have modified the teachings of Hua to incorporate extracting at least one 
transition clip, based on the suitability ratio calculated at the calculating step, which is 
unsuitable as a transition clip to be inserted as taught by Ahmad to provide further 
flexibility as to better characterize the editor/viewer preference and desires as to the 
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type of clip insertions made); an error displaying step of displaying an error message 
(Official Notice is taken by the examiner to note that error message displaying is 
notoriously well-known in the art and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modified the teachings of Hua, Ahmad, and Moore to have incorporated an 
error message if the transition clip is deemed inappropriate such as in a transitional clip 
having an upbeat mood for a funeral theme as to alert the editor/viewer.); 
the determining step of determining the transition clip which is specified at the receiving 
step (See Hua, col. 16 lines 15-30 which discloses random selection of a clip as 
specified at the receiving step) from the at least one transition clip displayed at the 
displaying step other than the extracted unsuitable transition clips, as a transition clip to 
be inserted (See Ahmad [0036] and [0047] which discloses a pre-established number of 
candidate images selected by highest score. Thus, the lower scores are deemed 
unsuitable and therefore not displayed after selection. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the teachings of Hua and 
Moore with that of Ahmad to incorporate displaying suitable transitions only as taught by 
Ahmad to accurately select a desired transition which better characterizes an 
editor/viewer desires according to pre-determined factors so that clips deemed as 
inappropriate are not mistakenly selected); 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricky Chin whose telephone number is 571-270-3753. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on 571-272-7296. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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